THE STORY OF SOL BRAUN

MOTHER--GITEL

FATHER---ELIE

SIBLINGS IN AGE ORDER
ELKA,REUVEN,WILLIE,CHAIM,LEAH,SAM

LIVED ON LARGE FARM WITH GENERAL STORE IN
BRODY, POLAND

IN 1939, RUSSIANS WITH STALIN AS PRESIDENT, OCCUPIED EASTERN
POLAND THRU AN AGREEMENT WITH HITLER

BROTHER CHAIM WAS DRAFTED INTO THE RUSSIAN ARMY TO BE
STATIONED AT THE BORDER IN POLAND WHERE THE RUSSIANS AND
NAZIS WERE DIVIDED. ONE DAY THE NAZIS UNEXPECTEDLY CROSSED
THE BORDER TO ADVANCE AND TAKE OVER MORE OF POLAND.
BROTHER CHAIM WAS CAPTURED AS A PRISONER ALONG WITH
OTHER SOLDIERS WHO WERE NOT JEWISH. ONE OF THE NON JEWISH
SOLDIERS TOLD THE NAZIS THAT CHAIM WAS A JEW AND HE WAS
SHOT ON THE SPOT. GRANDPA SOL FOUND THIS OUT FROM A
WITNESS HE LATER MET UP WITH.

IN 1940,UNCLE SAM WAS DRAFTED BY THE RUSSIAN ARMY. HE WENT
TO STALINGRAD AND FOUGHT ON THE FRONT LINE AGAINST THE
NAZIS.

IN 1941, THE NAZIS TOOK OVER BRODY AND FLYERS WERE SENT
AROUND THAT THE JEWS MUST ALL GO TO THE WORST SECTION OF
BRODY WHICH BECAME THE GHETTO. PARENTS GITEL AND ELIE
WERE SENT THERE.

SOL AND WILLIE WERE NOT TAKEN THERE BUT INSTEAD WERE SENT
TO THE -YASSINOV LABOR CAMP -WHERE THEY DID MEANINGLESS
WORK HAULING COAL BACK AND FORTH UP AN INCLINE.

THEY WERE TRANSFERRED TO A STONE QUARRY LABOR CAMP THAT
WAS SURROUNDED BY BARBED WIRE FENCING. WORD GOT OUT
THAT THIS CAMP WAS GOING TO CLOSE SO ONE DAY ALL THE
PRISONERS DECIDED TO FLEE BY SCALING THESE FENCES. THE NAZIS



SHOT AT EVERYONE AND BY THE LUCK OF G-D, SOL AND WILLIE
WERE ABLE TO SURVIVE WHILE OTHERS WERE BEING SHOT DOWN
NEXT TO THEM.

SOL AND WILLIE WENT THRU THE FOREST TO A POLISH VILLAGE 2
TOWNS OVER WHERE A WEALTHY LANDOWNER LIVED WHO KNEW
THE FAMILY THRU ELIE.THE TOWN WAS -HUTA PIENACKA.

THE MAN WAS HAPPY TO HELP OUT SO HE HID THE BOYS IN HIS
HOUSE. THE 3R> DAY THERE, THE GERMAN POLICE UNEXPECTLY
KNOCKED ON THE DOOR ALONG WITH A GERMAN SHEPARD DOG.
SOL AND WILLIE IMMEDIATELY WENT UNDER THE MASTER BED.
THE DOG SNIFFED AROUND THE BED BUT DID NOT BARK OUT . SOL
AND WILLIE BOTH THOUGHT FOR SURE THEY WERE GOING TO BE
FOUND AND SHOT.(HEART POUNDING EXPERIENCE TO THE MAX)
WHEN THE POLICE LEFT THE FRIEND SAID THE BOYS MUST LEAVE
IMMEDIATELY. HE TOLD THEM HE WILL TAKE THEM TO A TOWN
CALLED -MAJADAN PIENSKI- WHERE JEWISH PEOPLE WERE HIDING
OUT UNDERGROUND IN THE FOREST.

THE MAN KNEW THE POLISH PARK RANGER WHO WAS IN CHARGE.
THE PARK RANGER WAS GETTING A GROUP OF 14 JEWS
FOOD,SUPPLIES AND GUNS IN EXCHANGE FOR MONEY.THERE WAS A
MAN AND WOMAN IN THE GROUP WITH NO CHILDREN WHO WERE
WEALTHY(FAMILY NAME ZLOCZOW) THE RANGER WOULD SEE THE
GROUP ONCE A WEEK. HE AGREED TO ASK THE JEWISH GROUP IF
THEY WOULD ACCEPT SOL AND WILLIE. THE GROUP AGREED TO ADD
THE BOYS. SOL AND WILLIE WERE TOLD WHERE TO GO AND MEET UP
THE HOLE THEY SURVIVED IN WAS LARGE AND COVERED UP BY
SHRUBS AND BRUSH.THERE WAS ALWAYS ONE PERSON OUTSIDE THE
HOLE ON 4 HOUR SHIFTS WITH A MACHINE GUN FOR PROTECTION.
FOOD RUNS WOULD GO ON DURING RAIN AND SNOW STORMS SINCE
THE TRACK OF THEIR MOVEMENTS WOULD BE COVERED UP AND NOT
TRACEABLE.

THIS MEANS OF SURVIVAL LASTED QUITE SOMETIME.

IN MARCH 1944, HORSES AND ARTILLERY WERE HEARD OFF TO THE
EAST DIRECTION. THE GERMANS WERE RETREATING AND RUSSIAN
SOLDIERS WERE HEARD SPEAKING RUSSIAN IN THE DISTANCE. SOL
AND WILLIE WERE ABLE TO SPEAK RUSSIAN SO THEY APROACHED A
GROUP OF SOLDIERS WHO DID NOT SHOOT THEIR GUNS
EVENTHOUGH THEY HAD THEM DRAWN. THE SOLDIERS TOLD THE



BOYS THAT THE WAR WAS OVER . THE SOLDIERS CHECKED WITH
THEIR HIGHER UP COMMANDER AND THEY WERE TOLD THEY COULD
HELP LIBERATE THE GROUP THAT SOL AND WILLIE WERE WITH. SO
THE SOLDIERS GOT SLEDS ATTACHED TO THE HORSES AND
EVERYONE WAS TAKEN TO SAFETY IN RUSSIAN HELD TERRITORY.
HERE THERE WAS A BARRACKS FOR OLDER RUSSIANS WHO WERE
WOUNDED DURING THE WAR. BOTH BOYS CAME DOWN WITH
TYPHOID. THEY LOST WEIGHT AND LOOKED TERRIBLE LIKE
SKELETONS. THEY WERE MEDICALLY TREATED AND SURVIVED.
HOWEVER BECAUSE THEY WERE WEAKENED THEY WERE NOT
TAKEN TO THE MILLS TO WORK AS OTHERS WERE.

SOL WAS GIVEN A JOB IN THE BARRACKS ACROSS THE WAY FROM A
ONE STAR GENERAL WHOSE LAST NAME WAS BENDER. HE WAS
SECOND IN COMMAND OF THE WHOLE SITE. THE GENERAL TOOK A
LIKING TO SOL AND GAVE HIM A JOB IN HIS OFFICE.

WHEN SOL FOUND OUT THAT HIS HOMETOWN OF BRODY WAS
LIBERATED, HE ASKED PERMISSION TO SPEAK WITH THE 3 STAR
GENERAL IN CHARGE OF THE SITE . IT WAS GRANTED AND SOL ASKED
IF HE COULD GO TO BRODY TO SEE [F ANY OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS
SURVIVED THE WAR. THE GENERAL AGREED TO A 2 WEEK
LEAVE,HOWEVER WILLIE WOULD HAVE TO STAY AT THE SITE.SOL
TOLD THE GENERAL IT WOULD BE DANGEROUS TO TRAVEL ALONE
SINCE THE UKRANIANS WERE STILL KILLING JEWS. THE GENERAL
HELD HIS GROUND AND SAID EITHER GO ALONE OR NOT AT ALL. SOL
DECIDED TO STAY SINCE HE DID NOT WANT TO SEPARATE FROM
WILLIE . MANY TIMES DURING THESE DIFFICULT SURVIVAL
SITUATIONS, WILLIE WAS INCLINED TO JUST GIVE UP BUT SOL
HELPED HIM BELIEVE IN G-D AND LIFE.

WELL FORTUNATELY A FEW DAYS LATER THE 3 STAR GENERAL WAS
TRANSFERRED FROM THIS SITE TO MOSCOW. NOW GENERAL BENDER
WAS TO BE IN COMMAND. THIS WAS A FAVORABLE SITUATION FOR
THE BOYS. SOL WENT TO GENERAL BENDER AND PLEADED HIS CASE
TO LEAVE IN ORDER TO FIND FAMILY. THE GENERAL TOLD SOL, I
KNOW HOW YOU PEOPLE SUFFERED AND I WILL AGREE TO GET
DOCUMENTS FOR YOU TO LEAVE WITH YOUR BROTHER. BENDER
KNEW THE BOYS WOULD NOT RETURN SO HE WISHED THEM WELL.
THE BOYS HITCH-HIKED AND WERE PICKED UP BY A FRIENDLY
TRUCKER WHO TOOK THEM TO BRODY CITY PROPER WHERE SISTER
ELKA USE TO LIVE. HOWEVER WHILE STILL IN THE TRUCK IN TOWN,



THE RUSSIAN POLICE PULLED THE TRUCK OVER AND TOOK OFF SOL
AND WILLIE. THE POLICE ASKED TO SEE DOCUMENTS. SOL SHOWED
THEM THEY WERE ON LEAVE. IT IS AT THIS TIME WHEN SOL NOTICED
THAT THE DOCUMENTS HAD NO DATES SO THEY WOULD BE SAFE
ANYTIME NEEDED. THANK YOU GENERAL BENDER.

SO THE POLICE TOOK THE BOYS TO THE MAGISTRATES OFFICE IN
BRODY CITY CENTER. WHEN THEY WENT INSIDE, SOL RECOGNIZED A
MAN WHO HE WENT TO SCHOOL WITH. THIS MAN WAS NOT JEWISH.
THE MAN TOLD THE POLICE TO LEAVE SOL AND WILLIE WITH HIM
AND HE WILL INTERROGATE THEM. INSTEAD, HE TOOK PICTURES OF
THEM AND PROCESSED PASSPORTS FOR THEM SO THEY COULD
TRAVEL SAFELY SINCE BRODY WAS NOT A SAFE TOWN FOR JEWS ANY
LONGER SINCE SO MANY UKRANIANS AND ANTI SEMITES EXISTED.
ANOTHER LUCKY BREAK FINDING THIS FRIEND IN TOWN BY SHEER
COINCIDENCE.

SO SOL AND WILLIE TRAVELED ALONG THRU LEMBURG,KRAKOW
AND ONTO THE LARGE DISPLACED PERSONS CAMP IN ULM
,GERMANY. HERE IT WAS SAFE FOR JEWS AS IT WAS SUPPORTED BY
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS FROM THE UNITED STATES LOOKING TO
HELP PEOPLE FIND RELATIVES AROUND THE WORLD.

THE BOYS LIVED HERE FOR 4 YEARS 1945-1949.

SOL TELLS THE STORY OF BUYING A SUIT TO KEEP IN A CLOSET FOR
BROTHER SAM WHO HE BELIEVES IS STILL ALIVE AND SOMEDAY
THEY WILL MEET UP. WELL 2 YEARS INTO LIVING AT THE CAMP, SOL
RAN INTO A FRIEND HE RECOGNIZED FROM GROWING UP. THEY
CONVERSED AND THE MAN SAID HE CAME FROM KRAKOW A FEW
WEEKS AGO, AND HE RAN INTO SAM. CRAZY RIGHT. SO SOL GAVE HIM
MONEY AND ASKED HIM TO GO BACK THERE AND FIND SAM.
FORTUNATELY DAYS LATER HE RETURNED WITH SAM AND THE 3
BOYS WERE UNITED. WOW ANOTHER ACT OF G-D.

TO MAKE MONEY AND THRIVE IN THE CAMP, SOL SOLD CIGARETTES
ON THE BLACK MARKET.

THERE WAS AN UNCLE YUSSEL, LIVED IN THE BRONX. WHO SOL
REMEMBERD EXISTED, SO HE WORKED ON FINDING OUT HIS
ADDRESS SO HE COULD GET IN TOUCH WITH HIM FOR A POSSIBLE
SPONSOR TO LIVE IN THE UNITED STATES.

FINALLY IN1949 THE 3 BROTHERS WERE GRANTED TRAVEL TO THE
UNITED STATES VIA THE MILITARY SHIP, GENERAL SS HAHN. THE
TRIP TURNED OUT TO BE TERRIBLE SINCE THERE WERE FIERCE



STORMS THAT MADE TRAVEL MISERABLE. THE JOURNEY TOOK 2
WEEKS INSTEAD OF ONE AND MANY PEOPLE WERE GETTING SICK
ALL OVER EVERYONE.

UNCLE YUSSEL PICKED THEM UP AND THEN BROUGHT THEM TO
ANOTHER UNCLE WHO LIVED IN CORTLAND NY UPSTATE. HE OWNED
A BAKERY AND COULD PROVIDE WORK AND HOUSING FOR THE BOYS.
AFTER 6 MONTHS OF HARD WORKING, SOL ASKED FOR A RAISE. THIS
LED TO SOME DISAGREEMENT, SO IT WAS TIME TO LEAVE AND MOVE
ON.



